Gfiapter 11
ERASMUS'S LEGACY

AT the very time when Erasmus, on his deathbed,
bequeathed his spiritual inheritance of European unity
as the sublimest ideal to coming generations there
appeared in Florence one of the most momentous books
the world had ever seen. This was a famous work by
Niccolo Machiavelli, entitled II Principe. In this mathe-
matically clear text-book of the ruthless exercise of
power and conquest in the realm of politics, we find the
counterpoise to Erasmus's teaching plainly set forth and
formulated as if in a catechism. Whilst Erasmus de-
manded that princes and peoples should freely and
peaceably subordinate their personal, their egoistic, their
imperialistic claims to a fraternal commonwealth of the
whole of mankind, Machiavelli belauded the will to
power of every prince, acclaiming this as the highest and
as the only aim of every nation. All the forces of the
commonalty should, he maintained, be made to serve
the folk-idea with as much devotion as though it were a
religious idea; the raison d'etat^ the utmost development
of the individuality, must become the only visible object
and goal of historical evolution, and their ruthless
achievement must be looked upon as the sublimest duty
within the orbit of world occurrences. For Machiavelli,
power and the development of power were the ultimate
expression of the individual or the collective personality;
for Erasmus it was justice.

Thus, for all time, the two great fundamental forms
of world politics were given their intellectual shape, the
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